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1. How did you and your hubby meet and 
how did he propose?

We were both studying at Stellenbosch University. 
We met in the library – he was wearing a yellow hat 
(which is my favourite colour) and we sat in the same 
seats a few rows apart every day for weeks. One rainy 
afternoon he (and his yellow hat) came to me and said, 
“You look like you need a coffee” – it was true, I did. 
It was only a few days later when he brightened my 
day with a Belgian beer and a few spins on Opskop’s 
dancefloor that I knew there was something special 
about this one.

Fast forward a couple of years and he proposed to me 
in a hot air balloon, which sounds like a dead giveaway, 
but he planned everything so well. He even asked me 
to pay my half of the date upfront (as we always do – 
he refunded this one afterwards though, haha) 
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Fairytale

2. What made you fall in love with your 
wedding venue?

When we first started dating, we attended our 
first wedding together as a couple at Groenrivier 
Wedding Venue. When we got engaged and went 
venue hopping, we fell in love with it all over again 
and looked no further. We loved the green and white 
and the effortless intimacy that the venue had about 
it. 

3. What word/s would you use to 
describe your wedding?  

Fairytale (terribly cliché but that’s really what comes 
to mind).

4. Briefly describe your relationship 
and/or differences or similarities with 
your now-husband? 

We love adventuring together – in the small and the 
big sense of it. We prioritize one another and our 
relationship and more often than not our discussions 
end with, “Go team!” We love boardgames, laughing 
and spending time with close friends and family. I 
could write books about this part but let me leave it 
here!

5. Did you have a theme or vision/
style for your wedding day? (and how 
did you make this a reality)? 

Green, white and simple but beautiful. Not much 
else was planned years in advance like most other 
girls do. I never had a Pinterest board or a scrapbook 
but luckily, we were surrounded by bridesmaids 
and family with great taste. I’ve got to give Marko 
credit here as well – we both had a crazy busy year, 
but he juggled all of the balls with such ease I can’t 
help but respect him even more.

6. Please discuss your choice of 
flowers and décor,etc. 

Simplicity was key for us, we didn’t want too much, 
but we loved the idea of lights and so we filled the 
entire roof until it felt like we had the Milky Way in 
our wedding venue.

7. Tell us how you achieved your 
wedding look? Ie wedding gown, 
shoes, jewellery, accessories, hair and 
makeup etc? 

Ever since I can remember I have used two 
words to describe what I want my style / 
dresses / look to be – timeless and elegant. 
This was the case for my wedding look as 
well. I knew I didn’t want too much detail 
on my dress, but I decided very early on that 
the dramatic part about my dress would be 
the train. When I met Valencia I asked her 
“What is the longest train you have ever 
made on a dress? I’d like mine to be longer 
than that.”
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8. If there was anything different/fun/
special about your wedding cake, 
music/entertainment, flower girls and 
groom and groomsmen, please detail 
it here: 

A week before the wedding it was my 
bachelorette - my cousin (one of my 
bridesmaids) tore 4 ligaments in her foot 
when she tried to jump for a photo and 
ended up with a moonboot and crutches. She 
was determined that this would not mess 
up her outfit and so she bought ribbon and 
wrapped it around her crutches on the day 
of the wedding. She went down the aisle 
with her now champagne glittered crutches 
and without the moonboot. Being the life of 
the party that she is – she and her moonboot 
later hit the dancefloor while her champagne 
crutches kept her seat warm.

9. Did you have any special and fun 
ideas for your wedding favours?

We had leather keyrings made with each 
guest’s name imprinted. The leather was a 
beautiful finish to the tables and doubled as 
name plates on the tables.

10. Were there any surprises and/or 
anything that went terribly wrong or 
perfectly right on your wedding day? 
 
On the day itself – nothing went wrong, 
pretty much everything went perfectly right. 
Leading up to the wedding a whole bunch 
of things went wrong though – we needed 
to cancel our honeymoon (and plan another 
one) due to the travel bans, the owner of our 
accommodation of the bachelorette had a 
heart attack two days before we were meant 
to go (the girls planned it months in advance) 
and they had to re-plan quickly, my cousin 

tore her ligaments as mentioned previously, 
one of the groomsmen tested positive for 
COVID a day before the wedding, we 
accidently got married in community of 
property a week before the wedding, then 
realized we needed a prenup first, then had to 
cancel that marriage and needed to organize 
a new pastor to legally marry us on the 17th 
(luckily one of our wedding guests could). 
Ag, then list goes on, but it actually taught 
us so much. You can plan all you want, but 
you are rarely in full control and things will 
always eventually work out exactly the way 
they’re supposed to.  

11. Briefly list or describe your wedding 
highlights? 

Marko’s speech!  The guys bought streamers, 
marshmallows, confetti, you name it. Gave 
him a real hard time but everyone loved it. 
The highlight of the day for me personally 
would have to be walking down the aisle. 
Both Marko and I with tears running down 
our faces – it was just magic. 

12. Please share any of your most 
unique wedding ideas and advice with 
our readers? 

Don’t get too caught up in the details, if you 
keep yourself focused on what the day is 
about – being that this is the day that you 
get to marry your person – your absolute 
favourite person - then there is really nothing 
that can go wrong. Your dress can break, 
your cake can fall apart, you can trip down 
the aisle or forget your vows, but at the end 
of the day you will have a whole life partner, 
a forever travel and adventure buddy and 
this is just the start of it all.


