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H E A V E N

A match made in

Donovan and Paige’s rendezvous was surely 
meant to be! Whilst living in Cape Town, Paige 

visited her best friend in Durban, her hometown.  
They went out for dinner and her best friend ran 
into someone she knew, and Don happened to be 
with this friend. Don complimented her feet, Paige 
giggles that she was thankful that she had gone for 
a pedicure that very day, they spoke for a little while 
and then they left the restaurant. 

Later that night the two friends decided to go danc-
ing at one of the local clubs, and then it happened.  
Once again Don and his friend were there! Page says 
the two of them danced the night away, and he asked 
for her number.  They met for coffee not long after 
that, and then Paige left for Cape Town again.  Don 
and Paige kept in touch and had a long-distance 
relationship for two years until she moved back to 
Durban, and the rest they say is history.

Paige and Don complement each other in so 
many ways, both down to earth, peaceful and 
laid-back people, they understand each other 
in a unique way. Even when they were apart for 
the two years she lived in Cape Town; they never 
had a disagreement.

Paige says she felt that they really got to know each other well during that time and 
they managed to build a solid foundation, they both always felt secure in their rela-
tionship.  They don’t sweat the small stuff, both love passionately and whole-heart-
edly. Their main differences are their hobbies, you will find Don in the garage sur-
rounded by tools and Paige in the kitchen either baking or cooking. 

Paige decided to spoil Don for his birthday, little did she know that she had given 
him the perfect opportunity to propose, she did not suspect a thing. The intimate 
game reserve they had checked into, Gwahumbe, offers late afternoon game drives 
to their guests and as they stopped off near a waterfall to take some pics and as she 
turned around, she found Donovan down on bended knee.  “He ended up getting a 
fiancé for his birthday,” squeals Paige.

Ever since she was a young girl, Paige’s dream was to get married in a forest setting.  
Crystal Barn ticked all the right boxes. The venue offers an incredible forest cere-
mony right next to a lake surrounded by trees. “The charm and uniqueness of the 
venue was unlike any other,” says Paige, “as soon as we walked in, we felt at home 
and comfortable. The venues warmth and uniqueness matched both of our person-
alities,” which Paige describes as joyous, free, elegant and enchanting.

Paige and Don took to social media for inspiration for their wedding style and be-
fore they even had a look at any venues, they already knew they wanted something 
very simple and natural looking with lots of greenery and neutral tones. When they 
visited Crystal Barn, it perfectly tied in with what they envisaged with its exquisite 
trees surrounded by nature, it was love at first sight.

Settling for a boho/rustic theme with lots of natural plants and neutral colours, 
Paige’s mom, who she describes as an incredible creative, managed to take what 
she wanted and turned into a gorgeous reality.  They did not have to buy loads of 
décor and plants, they bought a few white roses, penny gum and some greenery 
and used décor they owned or borrowed, and the picture came together perfectly.
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Settling for a boho/rustic theme with lots of natural plants and neutral 
colours, Paige’s mom, who she describes as an incredible creative, man-
aged to take what she wanted and turned into a gorgeous reality.  They did 
not have to buy loads of décor and plants, they bought a few white roses, 
penny gum and some greenery and used décor they owned or borrowed, 
and the picture came together perfectly. To complete the picture, they had 
some Persian rugs, vases, and elegant white serviettes. Paige says, “my mom 
collected branches from our garden which she used for the tables centre 
pieces, this was intertwined with fairy lights, some greenery, and white 
roses, simple but beautiful.” 

When we asked Paige about the look she wanted for her special day, she 
said, like any feminine little girl, she wanted to look like a princess. Her 
dream was a unique and romantic looking dress.  Her dress designer, Brit 
was able to make her dreams a reality and created exactly what she had 
envisioned, a beautiful lace bodice with a loose tulle skirt, lace sleeves and 
a gorgeous train to finish off the look. She wore diamond drop earrings and 
opted for a half up/ half down hair do to accentuate her shoulders. A very 
Smokey eye with some stick-on lashes to make her eyes stand out, and a 
dark red lip, which contrasted well with the whiteness of her dress and her 
dark hair. 

Paige mentions some special details from their wedding day which includ-
ed their wedding cake which was loving made by Donovan’s mom. Being 
a destination wedding the couple were able to make the most of every 
moment with their closest friends and family.

Paige remembers that as they arrived at the venue on the Friday, it was 
pouring with rain.  Checking the forecast for the next day it predicted 60% 
chance of rain, needless to say, she started stressing as she had really set 
her heart on a forest ceremony. When she woke on Saturday, the skies had 
opened up, but then as they started getting ready the clouds rolled in and 
there was heavy thunder. Some of the guests that arrived on the day even 
had hail on the way to the wedding. However, as soon as she walked down 
the aisle, the weather cleared up and Paige says as they were signing the 
register the sun shone down on them, this was God’s way of telling them 
that he knew the desires of their hearts and for her, it made the day even 
more perfect. The silver lining was that the dramatic weather made for 
incredible pics! 

Paige says she will never forget the mayhem of planning a wedding during 
a pandemic, but also says that they were very fortunate that they had 
chosen the right date and did not have to change anything.  She says that 
everyone celebrated their wedding to the full after being in lockdown 
and everyone had a blast, dancing the night away. She says that coupled 
with the fact that her dream wedding turned into a reality, it was the most 
joyous occasion and the way that two families and friends came together in 
the most incredible way, was something she would cherish all her days.

She adds that to her, the day was perfect and that she would not change a 
thing.  Her advice is to not let anything stress you out, your wedding day is 
the most special day, don’t let something you can’t control, affect the day. 
She says, everyone is there to celebrate you, be present in the moment, soak 
it all in as it really goes by in a flash! Enjoy yourselves and don’t worry too 
much, its your day to shine and have a party!
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